COVID-19 Resource Guide
Student Loan Relief
If you have student loan debt, Congress secured several options outlined below for borrowers that help provide relief through September 30, 2020. During this period, a borrower will be able to:
• Pause payments for federal student loan borrowers who have Direct Loans and Federal Family Education Loan (FFEL), which
means these borrowers will not be required to make any payments toward outstanding interest or principal balance.
• Suspend interest accrual for such loans so that these balances don’t accrue.
• Avoid forced collections such as garnishment of wages, tax refunds, & Social Security benefits.
• Halt negative credit reporting.
• Ensure a borrower continues to receive credit toward Public Service Loan Forgiveness, Income-Driven Repayment forgiveness,
and loan rehabilitation.
• For additional guidance on how to apply and learn about next steps as this critical relief
becomes available, please refer to the U.S. Department of Education website.
• https://studentaid.gov/announcements-events/coronavirus
• Or Call 1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-433-3243; TTY for the deaf or hearing-impaired 1-800-730-8913) for assistance

School Meals
As more schools close due to coronavirus, Congress has provided emergency funding for Child Nutrition Programs to ensure
students can still receive their free or reduced-price school meals during this time. Program requirements, feeding times, and
other details vary greatly across school districts. *For the most accurate, most up-to-date information, call your local city or
county school system.*
• MPS Schools Providing Lunches: http://www.mps.k12.al.us/for_parents/meals_during_school_closures_for_c_o_v_i_d-19
• Other AL Schools Providing Lunches: https://www.al.com/news/2020/03/here-are-the-alabama-schools-offering-meals-tostudents.html
• FAQ: https://edlabor.house.gov/imo/media/doc/2020-03-17%20Families%20First%20Coronavirus%20Response%20Act%20
Child%20Nutrition%20FAQ.pdf

Education Stabilization Funding
Congress secured $30.75 billion in funding for school districts, states and higher education institutions to ensure state resources
and investments are not diverted from life-long learning.
For additional guidance on how to apply and learn about next steps as this critical relief becomes
available, please refer to the U.S. Department of Education website.
• https://www.ed.gov/coronavirus
• https://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/secretary-education-betsy-devos-authorizes-new-funding-flexibilities-supportcontinued-learning-during-covid-19-national-emergency
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