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VOTING RIGHTS RESTORATION PROCESS
1. Check criminal history.
If the conviction is not in the black, red, or yellow box, then the applicant has not lost their right to vote. They can
register to vote with their local registrar or online at alabamavotes.gov.
All convictions should be checked individually for whether it strips voting rights. It is possible a person with more than
one conviction has one felony that leads to loss of voting rights while the other felony does not.

2. Check eligibility.
If the felony conviction is in the yellow box, then the applicant must meet the following conditions: has no
pending criminal charges; has paid all fines, fees, and restitution ordered at the time of sentencing on the
disqualifying felony (post-conviction fees do not apply, nor do fees owed on felonies in the green box); and
has completed either the full sentence, probation/parole, OR been pardoned.
If these conditions are not met, the applicant is not eligible for voting rights restoration at this time. They
can apply once they satisfy all conditions.

3. Contact Board of Pardons & Paroles.
If the applicant's criminal history does not include any crimes in the red or black boxes and is determined
eligible in Step 2, then they can go in person to the local Pardons & Paroles office for the county that they
currently live in. Applicants can also start their application over the phone by calling the main office at
(334) 353-7771 or (334) 353-8067. They will be asked questions regarding their name, address, birth date,
social security number, prison ID number, and conviction history, so the applicant should have all
information on hand before calling.

4. Wait up to 44 days for a response.
The Board of Pardons & Paroles has a 30 day discovery period followed by a 14 day response window to
process voting rights restoration applications. Based on the results of the investigation and a favorable
determination by the Board of Pardons & Paroles, a voter rights restoration certificate will be issued. If the
application is denied, the Board will provide a reason why.

5. Register to vote.
If an applicant is issued a voter rights restoration certificate, they are now cleared to vote but must still
register to vote before election day. Registration deadlines are 15 days before an election. Individuals can
register at their local registrar office, at any assistance office such as WIC or Medicaid, at the DMV, at the
post office, at the library, through the mail, or online at alabamavotes.gov.
Those currently incarcerated with non-disqualifying felonies are also able to register to vote and to vote by
absentee ballot. Ask a Sheriff or Warden to obtain the forms.

6. Get a voter ID.
In addition to driver's licenses, passports, and government IDs, individuals are able to obtain a free voter
ID card at their local registrar office. Prison ID cards are also an accepted form for voter ID.

7. Get help.
If there are questions or problems with this process, contact the Board of Pardons & Paroles at (334) 3537771 or (334) 353-8067, Legal Services Alabama at 1-866-456-4995, ACLU of Alabama at (334) 2652754, or The Ordinary People Society at (334) 791-2433.

