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MAO ENCOURAGES OVERALL WELLNESS WITH EVENTS LEADING UP TO HIV TESTING DAY 

ALABAMA/SOUTH – Health and wellness has finally started to take center stage in the shadow of COVID-19. In truth, our 

communities face a multitude of health and wellness issues and there is no time like the present to start owning one’s 

health. It is just common sense! The month of June has historically offered a multitude of national and global health 

observances intended to inspire everyone to make their health a priority. For agencies like Medical Advocacy and 

Outreach (MAO), serving the most rural areas in South Alabama, some observances have elevated importance, like 

National HIV Testing Day (6/27), Mens Health Month, LGBTQ Pride Month, PTSD Awareness Month, World Blood Donor 

Day (6/14), and World Sickle Cell Day (6/19), among others. For 2021, MAO teams in multiple South Alabama towns and 

cities will be hosting events that connect the public with health information, resources, and even routine screenings. 

MAO invites you to join them. 

Tuesday, June 22, 2021 – Wellness in the Park – 10 AM to 1 PM 

Kiwanis Park, 800 Deerpath Road, Dothan, Alabama 36303 

FREE EVENT. Learn about the health resources in the Wiregrass. Grab some freebees and win prizes. Get screened for a 

variety of health concerns. Come meet representatives from Sarcoa, the Alabama Department of Public Health 

(ADPH)/Houston County Health Department (COVID testing and vaccinations), MAO Behavioral Health, New Vision at 

Dale Medical Center, MedMark, Legal Services Alabama, Wallace Community College Adult Education, Life South, United 

Healthcare, Spectracare, Legacy of Hope, and, of course, MAO Education & Training (PrEP information and free, rapid 

HIV testing onsite or take home a self-test kit). Thanks to the generosity of Buffalo Rock Pepsi and Hungry Howie’s, those 

who get screened or receive consultation from five of the event partners will be rewarded with refreshments of cold 

water and Hungry Howie’s pizza. Questions? Call (334) 836-1215 or email ndanzey@maoi.org. Ask about the 

#beaprotectionchampion campaign. 

Thursday, June 24, 2021 – Drive In Wellness Event – 10 AM to 1 PM 

Atmore Farmers’ Market, behind City Hall, 201 East Louisville Avenue, Atmore, Alabama 36502 

FREE EVENT. Whether you drive through to get your blood pressure or weight checked, get tested for HIV, learn about 

PrEP and U=U, or explore the wealth of other opportunities for health screenings, prize giveaways, education and 

employment opportunities, don’t miss this chance to own, understand and manage your body, your health and your life. 

MAO will be joined by its event partners from the Alabama Department of Public Health (ADPH)/Escambia County, MAO 

Behavioral Health, Atmore Community Hospital, Reid State Technical College and Baber’s, among others. For those 
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seeking HIV testing with MAO, you will be able to be tested on site or take home a self-test kit. Questions? Call (251) 

321-0815 or email rmccorvey@maoi.org.   

Sunday, June 27, 2021 – My Test, My Way: National HIV Testing Day Event – 12 PM – 3 PM 

KRU on Mt. Meigs, 2118 Mt. Meigs Road, Montgomery, Alabama 36107 

For the National HIV Testing Day 2021, MAO, MAO Behavioral Health and friends from the Council on Substance Abuse 

(COSA) will make testing for HIV and learning about substance abuse convenient by setting up shop outside of the KRU 

in Montgomery. Come by for free giveaways, including free condoms and prizes. Pick up some quick education about 

HIV, Hepatitis C and STI/STD prevention, as well as substance use disorder prevention and treatment options. Get tested 

for HIV onsite or take home a self-test kit. Learn what it means to say iPrEP and what exactly is meant by U=U.  

Activities won’t end at 3 PM though. Everyone in the River Region is also invited to come back to KRU on Mt. Meigs 

from 4 to 8 PM on June 27th to join MAO for the annual Sunday FUN DAY event. This light-hearted cocktail event 

provides an opportunity to promote awareness about the importance of HIV and other routine health screenings while 

also showing support of MAO and PRIDE. #SHOWUPSHOWOUTSHOUTOUT! Show up with friends and make new ones. 

Show out in your favorite fashion and showcase your flavor and fabulousness. Shout out in MAO’s social selfie campaign 

to raise awareness of health and equality. Specialty drinks will be available, as well as summer BBQ and picnic eats. This 

year, MAO and KRU are thrilled to have SOS (The Secretary of Sound) serve as DJ for this event; so, get ready to groove 

to some mixed rhythms. Questions? Call (334) 481-1602 or email dmccloud@maoi.org.  

NATIONAL HIV TESTING DAY AND HIV 

On June 27 Medical Advocacy and Outreach (MAO) joins organizations across the nation in observance of National HIV 

Testing Day. National HIV Testing Day was created in 1995 by the former National Association of People with AIDS. Many 

of NAPWA’s pioneering efforts continue to inspire national and global efforts by private organizations and government 

agencies to educate the human race about HIV; to advance medical science in the hope of finding a cure; and to 

eliminate barriers to treatment and life-sustaining care. Much of the science developed to respond to HIV helped 

expedite global responses to COVID-19. Unfortunately, like COVID, the only way to know if you have HIV is to get tested. 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), in the United States: 

 An estimated 1.1 million people in the United States are living with HIV. Of those people, about 15%, or 1 in 7, 

do not know they are infected.  

 Young people 13-24 are especially affected by HIV. Whereas they only represent 16% of the US population, they 

account for 22% of new HIV diagnoses.  

 Nearly half of people in the U.S. living with HIV are aged 50 and older. Though new HIV diagnoses are declining 

among people aged 50 and older, around 1 in 6 HIV diagnoses in 2016 were in this group. They have the same 

HIV risk factors as younger people, but may be less aware of their HIV risk factors. Older Americans are more 

likely to receive a diagnosis of HIV infection later in the course of illness. 

 Southern U.S. States account for nearly 50% of new HIV infections. 

 Approximately 25% of those living with HIV in the U.S. are co-infected with Hepatitis C. 

 The risk of Type 2 Diabetes in people living with HIV is greater in those who are co-infected with Hepatitis C.  
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 Segments of the population are at greater risk for HIV, including Young African American men, men who have 

sex with men, injection drug users, and women, particularly in the South. However, there are many factors to 

consider before assuming anything when it comes to HIV. Did you know that 33% of MAO’s clients living with 

HIV are Cisgender and female.  

Even with advancements in treatment and testing, the fact remains, many still do not get tested or adhere to routine 

care. However, stigma is the real killer. Many do not get tested, or wait to get tested long after their health has 

deteriorated because of fears stemming from stigma. Stand out and get tested! You can help end stigma. 

To learn more about National HIV Testing Day, future MAO events, and the growing list of services offered by Medical 

Advocacy and Outreach (MAO), visit MAOI.ORG or call (800) 510-4704. Don’t forget to like and follow @MAOofAlabama 

on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. If you do get tested this month, consider sharing your story on social media using 

the hashtags #MyTestMyWay and #StopHIVTogether. Medical Advocacy and Outreach (MAO) is a 501(c) 3 not-for-profit 

organization providing comprehensive specialty medical and behavioral healthcare, social services, community health 

education, and provider professional development to benefit individuals living with chronic illnesses, including HIV, in 

South Alabama. 

#  #  # 

 

 

 

 


